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that would occur in the scientific circles in which he
moved. Sir David was not the stuff of which martyrs
or pioneers are made. He wrote to the Morning
Advertiser, stating that though he had seen several
mechanical effects which he could not explain, yet he
was satisfied that they could all be produced by human
hands and feet. At the time it had, of course, never
occurred to him that his letter to his sister, just quoted,
would ever see the light.

When the whole correspondence came to be
published, the Spectator remarked of Sir David
Brewster :

It seems established by the clearest evidence that he
felt and expressed, at and immediately after his stances
with Mr. Home, a wonder and almost awe, which he
afterwards wished to explain away. The hero of science
does not acquit himself as one could wish or expect.

We have dwelt a little on this Brewster incident be-
cause it was typical of the scientific attitude of the day,
and because its effect was to excite a wider public
interest in < Home and his phenomena, and to bring
hundreds of fresh investigators. One may say that
scientific men may be divided into three classes: those
who have not examined the matter at all (which does
not in the least prevent them from giving very violent
opinions); those who know that it is true but are
afraid to say so; and finally the gallant minority of the
Lodges, the Crookes, the Barretts and the Lombrosos,
who know it is true and who dare all in saying so.

From Jermyn Street, Home went to stay with the
Rymer family in Ealing, where many stances were

197